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~ Aimingfor a
winning, holistic
education

Thanks to the great effect that the International
Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum has on students, more
Indonesian schools are offering the curriculum.
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Some days a child just doesn't feel like socializing and needs time alone. Me Cube is
available in each class for children needing privacy.

he IB curriculum may have been

created to cater for diplomats

worried about their children’s

education, having to move
frequently from one education system to
another, but today it is widely praised for its
visionary outlook and success in producing
highly educated, aptly skilled, international-
minded young leaders of the world.

Over the course of five decades, the
rigorous system of learning has reached
3,923 schools in 147 countries.

According to the Geneva-based
International Baccalaureate Organization
(IBO), the number of Indonesian schools
offering the curriculum has continued
to expand since its first establishment
in the country in 1978. By now, there are
44 1B World Schools that offer one or
more of three IB programs, consisting
of 28 schools with the Primary Years
Program, 13 schools with the Middle Years

programs: the Primary Years Program, the
Middle Years Program and the Diploma
Program. Another private school, Binus
International School Simprug, became

an authorized 1B World School in 2006,
offering the same three programs.

The core of the curriculum is what
attracts parents and students to IB World
Schools, by focusing on critical thinking,
intercultural understanding and an
awareness of global issues.

“Parents want a continuous
international education for their child,
preparing them for the competitive
21st century demands of studying and
working, both locally and abroad. Parents
have commented on the confidence and
leadership qualities their son or daughter
now displays from the IB experience,
as they go into university,” said Wayne
Richardson, Headmaster of Sinarmas
World Academy (SWA) located in BSD

Program and 26 schools with the Diploma  City, Tangerang.
Program. Sinarmas World Academy, “We expect our graduates to be

Binus International School and Sekolah
Pelita Harapan are just three among those
private English-speaking institutions, with
varying programs.

Sekolah Pelita Harapan International
Kemang Village, for example, has been
an IB World School since 2012, offering
the Diploma Program. Meanwhile,
Sinarmas World Academy, authorized
since 2010, offers the three main IB

prepared for the challenges and
opportunities of the 21* century, as
responsible and knowledgeable global
citizens. This includes students as critical
thinkers, motivated and innovative,
internationally minded, locally engaged,
and having an ability to lead and
collaborate,” says Richardson. Such goals
may seem highly demanding, but IB
teachers artest that their programs are

Puppet Show.

worth every effort.

Research has proved that IB students
are generally more prepared for high
achievements. A 2014 University of Hong
Kong study on students who graduated
from 1B World Schools in China between
2002 and 2012 found that the majority
(71.6 percent) went on to attend one of
the world’s top 500 universities. Another
study, conducted by Deakin University in
Melbourne, found that IB primary students
in Australia possessed excellent science
literacy, well above and beyond national
achievement scores.
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Holistic learning

<« o

For IB World Schools, knowledge is
about holism, and the best education links
one subject to another, early on. Take the
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writes Ian Hill, former deputy director
general of the IBO, in a 2006 paper
published by the International Education
Journal.

In the next group called the Middle
Years Program, children between 11 and
16 are required to take eight major subject
groups: a first language, a second language,
humanities, technology, mathematics,
sciences, the arts and physical education.

Meanwhile, higher-level students
enrolled in the Diploma Program get to
choose a subject from six major discipline
areas: a first language, a second language,
mathematics, experimental sciences,
humanities and the arts, Students are
required to take three subjects and
complete a 4,000-word essay, as well
engage in a series of creative acrion



